Selections for the Pilgrimage Year: December
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Selection for December 1 (Matthew 24) 36 "But about that day
and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the
Son, but only the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah were, so will
be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in those days before
the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39 and they knew
nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will
be the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then two will be in the
field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41 Two women will
be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left.
42 Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your
Lord is coming. 43 But understand this: if the owner of the house
had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he
would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be
broken into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of
Man is coming at an unexpected hour.

(Matthew 24) 36 "But about that day and hour no one knows,
neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.

Selection for December 2

(Psalm 42) 1 As a deer longs for flowing streams, so my soul
longs for you, O God. 2 My soul thirsts for God, for the living
God. When shall | come and behold the face of God? 3 My tears
have been my food day and night, while people say to me
continually, "Where is your God?" 4 These things | remember, as
| pour out my soul: how | went with the throng, and led them in
procession to the house of God, with glad shouts and songs of
thanksgiving, a multitude keeping festival. 5 Why are you cast
down, O my soul, and why are you disquieted within me? Hope
in God; for I shall again praise him, my help 6 and my God....
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(Psalm 42) 1 As a deer longs for flowing streams,
so my soul longs for you, O God.



Selection for December 3 (Deuteronomy 8) 2 Remember the
long way that the LORD your God has led you these forty years
in the wilderness, in order to humble you, testing you to know
what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his
commandments. 3 He humbled you by letting you hunger, then
by feeding you with manna, with which neither you nor your
ancestors were acquainted, in order to make you understand that
one does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes
from the mouth of the LORD. 4 The clothes on your back did not
wear out and your feet did not swell these forty years.

(Deuteronomy 8) 2 Remember the long way that the LORD your
God has led you ....



Selection for December 4 (Psalm 19) 1 The heavens are telling
the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 2
Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares
knowledge. 3 There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice
Is not heard; 4 yet their voice goes out through all the earth, and
their words to the end of the world. In the heavens he has set a
tent for the sun, 5 which comes out like a bridegroom from his
wedding canopy, and like a strong man runs its course with joy. 6
Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end
of them; and nothing is hid from its heat. 7 The law of the LORD
is perfect, reviving the soul; the decrees of the LORD are sure,
making wise the simple; 8 the precepts of the LORD are right,
rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the LORD is clear,
enlightening the eyes; 9 the fear of the LORD is pure, enduring
forever; the ordinances of the LORD are true and righteous
altogether. 10 More to be desired are they than gold, even much
fine gold; sweeter also than honey, and drippings of the
honeycomb. ... 14 Let the words of my mouth and the
meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, O LORD, my rock
and my redeemer.

(Psalm 19) 1 The heavens are telling the glory of God ....



Selection for December 5

(Isaiah 40) 1 Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 2
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served
her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the
Lord's hand double for all her sins. 3 A voice cries out: "In the
wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the
desert a highway for our God. 4 Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground
shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 5 Then the glory
of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it
together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken....” 9 Get you
up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; ...10 See,
the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his
reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 11 He will
feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his
arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother
sheep.
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(Isaiah 40) 3 A voice cries out: "In the wilderness prepare the
way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our
God.

Selection for December 6

(Isaiah 61) 11 For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a
garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD
will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the
nations.




Selection for December 7

(Ephesians 1) 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing
in the heavenly places, 4 just as he chose us in Christ before the
foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in
love. 5 He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus
Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 to the praise
of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the
Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace
8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9 he has
made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good
pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10 as a plan for the fullness of
time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things
on earth. 11 In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance,
having been destined according to the purpose of him who
accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12 so
that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live
for the praise of his glory.

Selection for December 8

(Deuteronomy 30) 15 See, | have set before you today life and
prosperity, death and adversity. 16 If you obey the
commandments of the LORD your God that I am commanding
you today, by loving the LORD your God, walking in his ways,
and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then
you shall live and become numerous, and the LORD your God
will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. 17 But
if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to
bow down to other gods and serve them, 18 | declare to you
today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that
you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19 | call heaven
and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you
life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and
your descendants may live, 20 loving the LORD your God,
obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you
and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the
LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and
to Jacob.

(Deuteronomy 30) 16 by loving the LORD your God,
walking in his ways....



Selection for December 9

(Psalm 80) 1 Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead
Joseph like a flock! You who are enthroned upon the cherubim,
shine forth.... 7 Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine,
that we may be saved. 8 You brought a vine out of Egypt; you
drove out the nations and planted it. 9 You cleared the ground for
it; it took deep root and filled the land. 10 The mountains were
covered with its shade, the mighty cedars with its branches; 11 it
sent out its branches to the sea, and its shoots to the River.... 14
Turn again, O God of hosts; look down from heaven, and see;
have regard for this vine, 15 the stock that your right hand
planted. .... 19 Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; let your face
shine, that we may be saved.

(Psalm 80) 14 Turn again, O God of hosts; look down from
heaven, and see; have regard for this vine....



Selection for December 10

(Romans 8) 18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time
are not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to
us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing
of the children of God; 20 for the creation was subjected to
futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who
subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free
from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the
glory of the children of God. 22 We know that the whole creation
has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23 and not only the
creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit,
groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our
bodies. 24 For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is
not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25 But if we hope for
what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

Selection for December 11 (Ruth 1) 1 In the days when the
judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a certain man of
Bethlehem in Judah went to live in the country of Moab, he and
his wife and two sons. 2 The name of the man was Elimelech and
the name of his wife Naomi, and the names of his two sons were
Mahlon and Chilion; they were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in
Judah. They went into the country of Moab and remained there. 3
But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, and she was left with
her two sons. 4 These took Moabite wives; the name of the one
was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. When they had lived
there about ten years, 5 both Mahlon and Chilion also died, so
that the woman was left without her two sons and her
husband....14 ... Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung
to her. 15 So she said, "See, your sister-in-law has gone back to
her people and to her gods; return after your sister-in-law." 16
But Ruth said, "Do not press me to leave you or to turn back
from following you! Where you go, | will go; where you lodge, |
will lodge; your people shall be my people, and your God my
God. 17 Where you die, | will die-- there will | be buried. May
the LORD do thus and so to me, and more as well, if even death
parts me from you!" 18 When Naomi saw that she was
determined to go with her, she said no more to her. 19 So the two
of them went on until they came to Bethlehem. When they came
to Bethlehem, the whole town was stirred because of them....
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Selection for December 12

(Habakkuk 1) 1 The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 2 O
LORD, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not listen? Or
cry to you "Violence!" and you will not save? 3 Why do you
make me see wrongdoing and look at trouble? Destruction and
violence are before me; strife and contention arise.... (Habakkuk
2) | will stand at my watchpost, and station myself on the
rampart; | will keep watch to see what he will say to me, and
what he will answer concerning my complaint. 2 Then the LORD
answered me and said: Write the vision; make it plain on tablets,
so that a runner may read it. 3 For there is still a vision for the
appointed time; it speaks of the end, and does not lie. If it seems
to tarry, wait for it; it will surely come, it will not delay. 4 Look
at the proud! Their spirit is not right in them, but the righteous
live by their faith.

(Habakkuk 2) 1 I will stand at my watchpost,
and station myself on the rampart

Selection for December 13

(Psalm 125) 1 Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever. 2 As the mountains
surround Jerusalem, so the LORD surrounds his people, from this
time on and forevermore....




Selection for December 14

(Zechariah 9) 9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O
daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your king comes to you; triumphant and
victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the
foal of a donkey.

Selection for December 15

(Psalm 130) 1 Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD. 2 Lord,
hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my
supplications! 3 If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, Lord,
who could stand? 4 But there is forgiveness with you, so that you
may be revered. 5 | wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his
word | hope; 6 my soul waits for the Lord more than those who
watch for the morning, more than those who watch for the
morning. 7 O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD
there is steadfast love, and with him is great power to redeem. 8
It is he who will redeem Israel from all its iniquities.

(Psalm 130) 1 Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD.
2 Lord, hear my voice!



Selection for December 16

(Romans 13) 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore,
love is the fulfilling of the law. 11 Besides this, you know what
time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep.
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers;
12 the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the
works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us live
honorably as in the day....

(Romans 13) 12 the night is far gone, the day is near....

Selection for December 17

(Psalm 131) 1 O LORD, my heart is not lifted up, my eyes are
not raised too high; | do not occupy myself with things too great
and too marvelous for me. 2 But | have calmed and quieted my
soul, like a weaned child with its mother; my soul is like the
weaned child that is with me. 3 O Israel, hope in the LORD from
this time on and forevermore.




Selection for December 18

(Isaiah 55) 6 Seek the LORD while he may be found, call upon
him while he is near; 7 let the wicked forsake their way, and the
unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the LORD, that he
may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly
pardon. 8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your
ways my ways, says the LORD. 9 For as the heavens are higher
than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my
thoughts than your thoughts. 10 For as the rain and the snow
come down from heaven, and do not return there until they have
watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to
the sower and bread to the eater, 11 so shall my word be that
goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it
shall accomplish that which | purpose, and succeed in the thing
for which | sent it. 12 For you shall go out in joy, and be led back
in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into
song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 13
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the
brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall be to the LORD for a
memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

(Isaiah 55) 9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are
my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your
thoughts.



Selection for December 19

(2 Peter 3) 8 But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with
the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years
are like one day. 9 The Lord is not slow about his promise, as
some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any
to perish, but all to come to repentance. 10 But the day of the
Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away
with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire,
and the earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed.
11 Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort
of persons ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and
godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of
God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and
dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? 13 But, in
accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new
earth, where righteousness is at home. 14 Therefore, beloved,
while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him
at peace, without spot or blemish; 15 and regard the patience of
our Lord as salvation.

(2 Peter 3) 8 with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and
a thousand years are like one day.



Selection for December 20

(Psalm 43) 1 Vindicate me, O God, and defend my cause against
an ungodly people; from those who are deceitful and unjust
deliver me! 2 For you are the God in whom | take refuge; why
have you cast me off? Why must | walk about mournfully
because of the oppression of the enemy? 3 O send out your light
and your truth; let them lead me; let them bring me to your holy
hill and to your dwelling. 4 Then | will go to the altar of God, to
God my exceeding joy; and | will praise you with the harp, O
God, my God. 5 Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are
you disquieted within me? Hope in God; for | shall again praise
him, my help and my God.

(Psalm 43) 5 Hope in God; for I shall again praise him,
my help and my God.

Selection for December 21

(Galatians 3) 23 Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and
guarded under the law until faith would be revealed. 24
Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so
that we might be justified by faith. 25 But now that faith has
come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, 26 for in
Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith.

(Galatians 3) 23 Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and
guarded under the law until faith would be revealed.



Selection for December 22

(1 Thessalonians 5) 1 Now concerning the times and the seasons,
brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything written to
you. 2 For you yourselves know very well that the day of the
Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 When they say, "There
is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon
them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will
be no escape! 4 But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that
day to surprise you like a thief; 5 for you are all children of light
and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. 6
So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake
and be sober; 7 for those who sleep at night, and those who are
drunk get drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us
be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a
helmet the hope of salvation. 9 For God has destined us not for
wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,
10 who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we
may live with him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build
up each other....

(1 Thessalonians 5) 5 for you are all children of light and
children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness.



Selection for December 23

(Psalm 34) 1 I will bless the LORD at all times; his praise shall
continually be in my mouth. 2 My soul makes its boast in the
LORD:; let the humble hear and be glad. 3 O magnify the LORD
with me, and let us exalt his name together. 4 | sought the
LORD, and he answered me, and delivered me from all my fears.
5 Look to him, and be radiant; so your faces shall never be
ashamed. 6 This poor soul cried, and was heard by the LORD,
and was saved from every trouble. 7 The angel of the LORD
encamps around those who fear him, and delivers them. 8 O taste
and see that the LORD is good; happy are those who take refuge
in him. 9 O fear the LORD, you his holy ones, for those who fear
him have no want. 10 The young lions suffer want and hunger,
but those who seek the LORD lack no good thing.

(Psalm 34) 3 O magnify the LORD with me,
and let us exalt his name together.

Selection for December 24 (1 John 1) 5 This is the message we
have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and
in him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have
fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and
do not do what is true; 7 but if we walk in the light as he himself
is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that
we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9
If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say
that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not
inus. (1 John 2) 8 ... the darkness is passing away and the true
light is already shining. 9 Whoever says, "l am in the light,"
while hating a brother or sister, is still in the darkness. 10
Whoever loves a brother or sister lives in the light, and in such a
person there is no cause for stumbling. 11 But whoever hates
another believer is in the darkness, walks in the darkness, and
does not know the way to go, because the darkness has brought
on blindness.

(1John2)1...the darkﬁess IS passing away and the true light is
already shining.



Selection for December 25 (Luke 2) 1 In those days a decree
went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns
to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in
Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because
he was descended from the house and family of David. 5 He
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and
who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in
a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 8 In
that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping
watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord
stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, "Do not be
afraid; for see -- | am bringing you good news of great joy for all
the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for
you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in
a manger." 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude
of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14 "Glory to God
in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he
favors!™ 15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven,
the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem
and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made
known to us." 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this,
they made known what had been told them about this child; 18
and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told
them. 19 But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them
in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

(Luke 2) 8 In that region there were shepherds living in the
fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of
the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified.



First Selection for December 26 (I Samuel 2) 1 Hannah also
prayed and said, "My heart exults in the LORD; my strength is
exalted in the LORD. My mouth derides my enemies, because |
rejoice in thy salvation. 2 "There is none holy like the LORD,
there is none besides thee; there is no rock like our God.3 Talk
no more so very proudly, let not arrogance come from your
mouth; for the LORD is a God of knowledge, and by him actions
are weighed. 4 The bows of the mighty are broken, but the feeble
gird on strength. 5 Those who were full have hired themselves
out for bread, but those who were hungry have ceased to hunger.
The barren has borne seven, but she who has many children is
forlorn. 6 The LORD Kkills and brings to life; he brings down to
Sheol and raises up. 7 The LORD makes poor and makes rich; he
brings low, he also exalts. 8 He raises up the poor from the dust;
he lifts the needy from the ash heap, to make them sit with
princes and inherit a seat of honor. For the pillars of the earth are
the LORD'S, and on them he has set the world. 9 "He will guard
the feet of his faithful ones; but the wicked shall be cut off in
darkness; for not by might shall a man prevail. 10 The
adversaries of the LORD shall be broken to pieces; against them
he will thunder in heaven. The LORD will judge the ends of the
earth; he will give strength to his king, and exalt the power of his
anointed."”

exalted in the LORD.

Second Selection for December 26 (Psalm 8) 1 O LORD, our
Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have
set your glory above the heavens. 2 Out of the mouths of babes
and infants you have founded a bulwark because of your foes, to
silence the enemy and the avenger. 3 When | look at your
heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars that
you have established; 4 what are human beings that you are
mindful of them, mortals that you care for them? 5 Yet you have
made them a little lower than God, and crowned them with glory
and honor. 6 You have given them dominion over the works of
your hands; you have put all things under their feet, 7 all sheep
and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, 8 the birds of the air,
and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the paths of the
seas. 9 O LORD, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all
the earth!

(Psalm 8) 6 you have put all things under their feet,
7 all sheep and oxen ....



Selection for December 27 (John 1) 1 In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He
was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being
through him, and without him not one thing came into being.
What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the
light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it. 6 There was a man sent from God,
whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the
light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not
the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light,
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He
was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet
the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own,
and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to
become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of
the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 14 And the
Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his
glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.

(John 1) 14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and
we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of
grace and truth.



Selection for December 28

(John 3) 16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his only
Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but
may have eternal life. 17 "Indeed, God did not send the Son into
the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world
might be saved through him.”

Selection for December 29

(Psalm 16) Protect me, O God, for in you | take refuge. 2 | say to
the LORD, "You are my Lord; | have no good apart from
you...." 5 The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; you
hold my lot. 6 The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant
places; | have a goodly heritage. 7 | bless the LORD who gives
me counsel; in the night also my heart instructs me. 8 | keep the
LORD always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall
not be moved. 9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul
rejoices; my body also rests secure 10 For you do not give me up
to Sheol, or let your faithful one see the Pit. 11 You show me the
path of life. In your presence there is fullness of joy; in your right
hand are pleasures forevermore.

&

(Psalm 16) 11 You show me the path of Ilfe



Selection for December 30

(James 1) 21 [W]elcome with meekness the implanted word that
has the power to save your souls. 22 But be doers of the word,
and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. 23 For if any are
hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at
themselves in a mirror; 24 for they look at themselves and, on
going away, immediately forget what they were like.

(James 1) 21 Welcome with meekness the implanted word that
has the power to save your souls.

Selection for December 31

(Psalm 63) 1 O God, you are my God, | seek you, my soul thirsts
for you; my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where
there is no water. 2 So | have looked upon you in the sanctuary,
beholding your power and glory. 3 Because your steadfast love is
better than life, my lips will praise you. 4 So | will bless you as
long as I live; I will lift up my hands and call on your name. 5
My soul is satisfied as with a rich feast, and my mouth praises
you with joyful lips 6 when | think of you on my bed, and
meditate on you in the watches of the night; 7 for you have been
my help, and in the shadow of your wings | sing for joy. 8 My
soul clings to you; your right hand upholds me.

(Psalm 63) 7 for you have been my help,
and in the shadow of your wings I sing for joy.



Sources of lllustrations for December

Selection for December 1. Santiago de Compostela Cathedral.
October 2004. Photograph by author.

Selection for December 2: Puente la Reina. Cervantes Site.
http://cvc.cervantes.es/actcult/camino_santiago/tercera_etapa/pue
nte_la_reina/puente.htm

Selection for December 3: Image of Saint James the Great as a
pilgrim in Santiago de Compostela Cathedral Museum.
Cervantes Site.
http://cvc.cervantes.es/actcult/camino_santiago/decimotercera_et
apa/santiago/catedral.htm

Selection for December 4: Outside Portomarin. October 2004.
Photograph by author.

Selection for December 5: Villamayor de Monjardin-Los Arcos.
September 2003. Photograph by author.

Selection for December 6: Roses, Brea- Arzla. Roses grow
beautifully throughout Galicia because of the wet climate.
October 2004. Photograph by author.

Selection for December 7: Church of San Salvador. Sangliesa.
Cervantes Site. http://cvc.cervantes.es/actcult/camino_Santiago
/segunda_etapa/sanguesa/san_salvador.htm

Selection for December 8: Outside Puente la Reina. September
2003. Photograph by author.

Selection for December 9: Grapes near Los Arcos. September
2003. Photograph by author.

Selection for December 10: Outside Puente la Reina. September
2003. Photograph by author.

Selection for December 11: Pilgrim’s refuge. Rabanal del
Camino. Cervantes Site. http://cvc.cervantes.es/actcult/camino_
santiago/novena_etapa/rabanal/

Selection for December 12: Fortress of Clavijo. Albelda.
Cervantes Site. http://cvc.cervantes.es/actcult/camino_santiago/
cuarta_etapa/albelda/

Selection for December 13: Pyrenees Mountains (Jaca).
Cervantes Site. http://cvc.cervantes.es/actcult/camino_santiago/
primera_etapa/jaca/

Selection for December 14: Entrance into Jerusalem depicted on
capital. Monastery of San Juan de la Pefia. Cervantes Site.
http://cvc.cervantes.es/actcult/camino_santiago/segunda_etapa/sa
n_juan_de_la_pena/iglesia.htm

Selection for December 15: Near Larrasoafia. September 2003.
Photograph by author.

Selection for December 16: October 2004. Photograph by
author. Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela.

Selection for December 17: Image of the Virgin and Child.
Colegiata de Santa Maria la Real. Najera. Cervantes Site.
http://cvc.cervantes.es/actcult/camino_santiago/cuarta_etapa/naje
ra/santa_maria.htm

Selection for December 18: Church of San Martin Fromista .
Cervantes Site.



http://cvc.cervantes.es/actcult/camino_santiago/sexta_etapa/from
ista/san_martin.htm

Selection for December 19: Church of Nuestra Sefiora de los
Arcos. Tricio. On the outskirts of modern Néjera, Tricio was a
Roman establishment built on an ancient Iberian settlement. This
church incorporates many Roman elements. September 2003.
Photograph by author.

Selection for December 20: October 2004. Photograph by
author. Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela.

Selection for December 21: Cirauqui. September 2003.
Photograph by author.

Selection for December 22: Irache-Villamayor de Monjardin.
September 2003. Photograph by author.

Selection for December 23: Castrojeriz. Cervantes Site. http://
cvc.cervantes.es/actcult/camino_santiago/sexta_etapa/castrojeriz/

Selection for December 24: Nave of Santiago de Compostela
Cathedral. Cervantes Site. http://cvc.cervantes.es/actcult/camino
_santiago/decimotercera_etapa/santiago/catedral.htm

Selection for December 25: Appearance by the angels to the
shepherds. Panteon de los Reyes. Basilica of San Isidoro, Leon.
Cervantes Site. http://cvc.cervantes.es/actcult/camino_santiago/
octava_etapa/leon/pastores.htm

First Selection for December 26: St. James the Great as a
Pilgrim. Depicted on a pulpit. Church of Santa Maria.
Villalcdzar de Sirga. Cervantes Site. http://cvc.cervantes.es/
actcult/camino_santiago/septima_etapa/sirga/iglesia.htm

Second Selection for December 26: Roncesvalles-Larrasoaa.
September 2004. Photograph by author.

Selection for December 27: Sculpture in crypt museum of
Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela. October 2004.
Photograph by author.

Selection for December 28: Inner vault. Church of Santo
Sepulcro. Torres del Rio. Cervantes Site. http://cvc.cervantes.es
/actcult/camino_santiago/cuarta_etapa/torres_del_rio/boveda.htm

Selection for December 29: Pilgrim’s shell. Choir of Santa Maria
la Real. Najera. September 2003. Photograph by author.

Selection for December 30: Tympanum with Christ in Majesty,
surrounded by the Tetramorphos (the symbols of the four Gospel
writers: Matthew (angel), Mark (lion), Luke (ox) and John
(eagle)). Iglesia de San Miguel. Estella. September 2003.
Photograph by author.

Selection for December 31: David. Entranceway. Jaca
Cathedral. Cervantes Site. http://cvc.cervantes.es/actcult/
camino_santiago/primera_etapa/jaca/portada_meridional.htm




